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Progress Review Day    
Thank you to all Parents and Guardians who 
attended the Academic Review Day on Thursday 
21st October 2004.  It was a great success, targets 
were set for all students and are now being 
closely monitored.  We really do appreciate your 
attendance and support. 

SAM Learning   
Harton Technology College has invested in an online learning 
system called SAM Learning.  The system 
can be used by pupils in the following ways:   
�  Within lessons to support their learning 
�  As homework activities 
�  As a revision tool – either at home or in 

school 
�  As a method of revisiting topics 
It is claimed by SAM Learning that pupils 
can improve their GCSE grade with 10 hours of extra study time 
using this on-line learning system There are also KS3 materials 
available for Maths, English, Science, ICT and D.T. 

Head Teacher’s Comments 
Many thanks to all parents, staff, students & Governors for 
your continued support during the past very busy term. I 
would like to take this opportunity to highlight a couple of 
recent events: 
�  Estelle Morris visit - on Thursday November 25th – we 

received a visit from the Rt Hon Estelle Morris MP 
(Minister for Arts & Culture) along with Mr David 
Miliband MP. Ms Morris toured the school spending a 
significant amount of time with our Music and Art 
departments. She was thoroughly impressed and singled out 
the school for considerable praise later that evening, where 
she was the guest of honour at the ‘Fourth Annual South 
Shields Lecture’ held at the Customs House. 

�  HMI Inspection  – on 1st & 2nd December – we received a 
visit by HMI David Moore who was looking, as part of a 
LEA inspection, at our use of the ‘Excellence in Cities’ 
initiative. He praised our extensive provision for our ‘Gifted 
& Talented’ students and was most impressed with our new 
‘Learning Support Centre’. He also described some of the 
teaching as ‘extraordinary’ and said that the staff and 
students were doing an ‘outstanding’ job. 

�  Parental Surveys – many thanks to the vast number of 
parents who have completed and returned the recent 
questionnaire about aspects of school life at Harton 
Technology College. I am very keen to improve standards 
and provision even further and I need your comments to 
help in shaping the school in the future. If you have not 
received a questionnaire via your son or daughter then 
please contact the school.  

 

Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish all our 
readers a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy & 
Prosperous New Year. 
 

Sports Hall Update 
At present the school is working alongside the LEA and 
Nominated builders (SYNCRO) to have the site ready for a start 
in January.  Preparation work is being carried out on the existing 
Hockey fields, St Mary’s Avenue, to allow the builders to move 
on site 4th January 2005.  This will allow the finished Sport Hall 
to be ready mid-August. 
 

 
 

Gifted & Talented 
 At the beginning of October two Yr 9 students, Michael 

Moore and Faye Peterson, attended ‘Just for a Day’.  This 
was an animation immersion day. 

 Also during October three students, 
Jodie Caffrey, Victoria Atkinson and 
Shajeda Begum were selected to 
represent the school at the regional 
heat of ‘Hard Spell’ . 

 During the Royal Shakespeare 
Company’s season in Newcastle, 
four Yr 9 students, Abigail Green, 
Jodie Caffrey, Helen Dixon and 
Kayleigh Morris worked with of 
the RSC. 

 During this term the school has also been actively involved 
with The Sage on ‘Behind the Scenes’.  The three talented 
KS4 pupils who attended this event were Glenn Coyne, 
Andrew Walker and Gavin Carey.  Six of our telented 
musicians, Rebecca Ashurst, Michael Moore, Paul Branch, 
Glenn Coyne, Andrew Walker and Gavin Carey are also 
involved in the ‘Autumn Creation’. 

School Uniform 
Many thanks for your continued support with 
regard to the School Uniform and may I 
remind all students that due to health & safety 
regulations, facial piercings are not allowed in 
school. 
 

Non-Uniform Day – 
‘Children in Need’ 
 
Friday November 19th – we held a non-uniform day to raise 
money for ‘Children in Need’ .  

Approximately £1300  was raised!  
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Art Department 
As a newly appointed Head of Department, I decided that the 
entrance to the Art Block needed to be more ‘student friendly’!  
As a result a group of Year 9 students painted a fantastic  
mural on two walls!   Ms A Brunniche. 

 

Swimming 
 Congratulations to Anthony Surtees who has been 

representing South Tyneside Swimming Club in Sweden.  
He won the 200 metres Butterfly, knocking 9 seconds off 
his personal best!  Well done! 

 Four of Harton’s talented swimmers, Anthony Surtees, 
Samantha Surtees, Claire Huskisson and Danielle 
Huskisson were recently selected to represent the region at 
a competition in Gothenburg, Sweden. 

End of Term Arrangements  
Note:  We break up for the Christmas holidays on  
Friday 17th December 2004 and students return to school on 
Tuesday 4th January 2005. 
 

Examination Dates - 
Reminder  

See attached Examination Schedule. 
 
 

School Dates 
�  Autumn Term ends Friday 17 December 2004. 

�  Spring Term starts Tuesday 4 January 2005. 

�  Half term ends Friday 11 February 2005, return Monday 21 
February 2005. 

�  Spring term ends Wednesday 23 March 2005. 

�  Summer Term starts Monday 11 April 2005. 

�  May Day Holiday: Monday 2 May 2005. 

�  Half Term ends Friday 27 May 2005, return on Monday 6 
June 2005. 

In-service training days take place on 4 February 2005 and  

24 March 2005.  Students do not attend school on these days. 

PTA Quiz Night 
 
A fundraising Quiz Night will be held by the PTA at  
‘The Old Ship’ on Thursday 27th January 2005 at 7:00 pm. 
Forthcoming events include:  ‘College Meal’ in March, ‘Race 
Night’ in April, a ‘Night at the Dogs’ in June and a ‘Ferry Trip’ 
sometime in July. 

 
 

 
 
The talented students of Harton Technology College  
will be staging a production of the pantomime  
‘Cinderella’ on Monday 13th and Tuesday 14th  
December.  Tickets available from Mrs Nicol (£2 each). 
This festive event will most certainly be one to see! 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Community Corner 
 

Community Wardens 
The area now boasts 2 Community Wardens who patrol around 
the school and neighbouring area.  Their purpose is to enable all 
of the community to access all areas and to enjoy the facilities.  
These Wardens will inform both the Police and the School of 
any areas where they perceive a problem.  This could include 
anti-social behaviour, vandalism or environmental issues. 
 
Community Membership 
 
Details of Community Membership and times are available 
from the School Office: 
 

 

 

 

Lisle Road, South Shields 
NE34 6DL 

�  4564226     Fax: 427 
1478 

 

Harton Technology College’s 
Christmas Concert is being held on 

Thursday 16th December at 7:00 pm. 
Tickets £2 each) from the Music Department 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


