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Head Teacher’s Comments 
Many thanks to all parents, staff, students & Gover nors for 
your continued support during the past very busy te rm. I 
would like to take this opportunity to highlight a couple of 
recent events: 

�  Record GCSE Results  - Once again, we 
gained our best ever GCSE results in 2006, 
with over 70% of our Year 11 students 
gaining 5 or more A* - C grades.  We wish 
those students continued success in the 
future. 

�  Ofsted Inspection  – 2nd November 2006:    
The inspectors concluded that Harton Technology College 
is “outstanding in every respect with no areas for 
improvement”.  Many thanks to all parents for your 
continued support and feedback via the parental 
questionnaires. 

�  We held our traditional annual Harvest Festival  
     services in October and Remembrance Services in 
     November. They were extremely successful events 

           and very well attended. 

�  Our “Rock Concert ”, which was held on 16th November, 
was a sell out and a ‘hit’ with parents and students alike. 

Finally, may I take this opportunity to wish all ou r readers a 
Very Merry Christmas and a Happy & Prosperous New Year .  
I do hope that many of you are able to attend the C hristmas 

Carol Concert on Wednesday 20 th December at 7:00pm.  

Progress Review Day    
We held our third Review Day on 12th December.  Once again, it 
was a great success.  These meetings between form tutors, 
parents and students are very important in setting targets for 
students for the coming year.  Many thanks to all parents who 
attended. 

Sports Hall Update 
The Sports Centre celebrates its first birthday on 16th December 
and has surpassed all our expectations. The sports hall is 
available for casual use and block bookings for badminton, table 
tennis, martial arts and five-a-side football.  

 
Our Health, Fitness and Lifestyle Suite, 'Wellness@Harton 
incorporates 46 stations of state-of-the-art Technogym Excite 
equipment with a full wellness system. We currently have a 
membership in excess of 600! 
     Telephone 456 4226 ext 258 for details.  
               Resolution for the New Year 
                   “Wellness@Harton”! 
If you are interested in joining the fitness suite, using it on a 
casual basis or require information about the sports centre, 
please contact us on 0191 456 4226 Ext 258. 
 

Christmas Carol Concert 
              
 
 

              Harton Technology College’s 
                                CChhrr iissttmmaass  CCaarrooll   CCoonncceerrtt  

              is being held on 
             Wednesday 20th December at 7:00pm 

Tickets £2 each from Mrs Nicol or the Music Department 
 

Harton Student Winner of AQA National 
Christmas Card Designer Competition 
 
Matthew Hartmann (11BY) and Harton Technology College were 
presented with personalised Christmas cards and funding for Art 

Equipment by Phil Prior, Regional Area 
Manager from AQA, and Irene Lucas, 
Chief Executive of South Tyneside 
Council, who said:  ‘I would like to pay 
tribute to Matthew's achievement in not 
only being a superb ambassador for 
Harton 
Technology 

College, but for being a fantastic 
ambassador for the whole of South 
Tyneside.  To be so publicly 
successful in a national competition 
is a real achievement for him, his 
family and school but the reputation 
of our Borough is important too and 
he has put the name of South 
Tyneside on the national stage .... well done Matthew, 
Congratulations! 

Lost property 
We have many unclaimed  items in Lost Property – sweatshirts, 
PE kit, coats, shoes, bags, hats and gloves.  All will be on display 
in the Conference Room  on Wednesday  20th December  from 
9:00am until 8:15pm when the Christmas Concert is due to end. 

HTC Website 
Parents - SAM Learner Accounts are now live for all our students. 
SAM Learning has been independently proven to boost exam 
results and can be accessed via our school website from the 
parents’ and students’ section (with a complete guide).  

2006 Ofsted Inspection report - can be 
downloaded and viewed from our website. 
VLE – School’s Virtual Learning Environment 
platform, which will provide student online-
anywhere personalized learning. 

School Governors – This is currently being developed.  A 
Financial Management section has been added to the website so 
that reports, letters, financial meetings information and documents 
can now be accessed. 

Examination Dates - Reminder 
All students studying GNVQ will be taking very important  
examinations  in January.  Revision is of the utmost importance. 

Year 11 Parents’ Evening 
The Year 11 Parents’ Evening  will take place from 3:30pm to 
6:00pm on Thursday 1 st February 2007 . 
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Work Related 
Learning/  
Vocational Studies 
22 of our Year 10/11 
Employability Skills students 
took part in a 'look at life' 
course in November. This 
included orienteering, survival 
skills, observational skills, 
teamwork skills, paintballing 
and learning respect and 
discipline. They also visited the 
Army Foundation College in 
Harrogate, a new, purpose-built 

base used by 16 and 17 year old recruits to do their basic 
training with fantastic facilities, especially for sport.  Our 
students were privileged to have the chance to sample life 

there.  

Able, Gifted & 
Talented 
Three of our Year 9 students, 
Danielle Huskisson, Samatha  
Surtees and Rebecca Soden  
represented South Tyneside at the 
2006 “Barracuda” International 

Swimming Tournament in Sweden .  The students set off for  
Gothenburg on Friday 1st December to compete in this highly 
prestigious swimming competition. This was a four-day event 
with swimmers competing from all over the world. One of our 
swimmers practised 8 hours a week, getting up at 5:00am every 
morning before school to train. These three girls show that 
dedication, determination and lots of practise can be hugely 
rewarding. 

Sporting 
News 
Girls’ P.E.  
“Young 
Sportsperson of the 
Month Award”  for 
the School Sport 
Partnership has 
been won by a Year 
10 student, Demi 
Stokes,  for her outstanding football expertise. 

Samantha Surtees, Danielle Huskisson, Rebecca Soden and 
Amy Ross, represented the school in the Bazuka National 
Relay Championships held in Middlesbrough, on November 
16th. The girls finished a respectable 15th and 17th overall.   U16 
girls’ football team  narrowly missed out on a place in the 
County Cup Final after a very closely contested game and extra 
time.   42 students ranging from Years 8 to 11 took part in the 

Schools Area Cross Country Championships  at 
Temple Park, with 9 students successfully finishing in 

the top 15 in their race.   
Boys’ Rugby  

To date we have played 33 fixtures , winning 
24, drawing 1 and losing 8. We still have 
another 12 fixtures to complete before the 

end of term which will be a total of 45 
matches played this term.  All players should be 

proud of their attitude and commitment this term which have 
both been superb. We would also like to thank all parents for 
their continued and valuable support. 

Congratulations to all!  

Drama 

 
The talented students of Harton Technology College will be 
staging a production of :- 

 
on the 6th, 7th and 8 th March 2006 .   
Rehearsals are going very well and 
take place every Tuesday evening, 
7pm to 9pm, in the School Hall.  A 
choreographer has been working 
with the students on the ‘big dance 
numbers’ and it is going well.  The 
“leads” are all learning their lines 
and the production is now beginning 
to take shape.  Still a lot of work to be 
done in the New Year but lots of fun too!!  

Young Entrepreneurs 
Getting Creative for Christmas  - 
Enterprise is a fast growing 
initiative in schools across the 
country, as many students begin to 
realise that there is a lot of fun in 
“learning through work.”   We have 
several groups of students who 
have been working very hard to 
become “Creative for Christmas.”           

Santa’s Little Helpers :  Kate Garside, Georgina Beattie, 
Hannah Hart, Jessica Lane and Amy Trotter have made 
beautiful Christmas table centres, baubles and candles. 
The Seasonal Shop:  Nicola Stimpson, Kabeerah Miah, Rachel 
Jones, Hannah Craxford and 
Jessica Holt are selling 
wonderfully creative hand made 
Christmas cards. 
The Tomato Club :  Tomatoes 
were grown on the school 
premises and then used to make 
home made chutney.  The sales 
rocketed through the roof as the tomato club sold 30 jars in less 
than 15 minutes.  Well done! 

All students involved in Mini Enterprise activities have put a 
great deal of time and effort into their businesses and deserve 
to be commended.  A big thank you to all staff who have given 
up their time to help these students. 

End of Term Arrangements  
We break up for the Christmas holidays on Friday 22 nd  
December 2006  and students return to school on Tuesday 
9th January 2007 . 

School Dates 
�  Half Term  Holiday starts Monday 19 February, return to 

school Monday 26 February 2007. 
�  Easter  Holiday starts Monday 2nd April, return to school 

Monday 16th April 2007 

�  May Day Holiday: Monday 7 May 2007. 

�  Half Term  Holiday starts Monday 28 May, return to school 
Monday 4 June 2007. 

In-service training days  for teachers take place on Monday 8th 
January, Friday 9 February and Wednesday 18th April 2007.  
Students do not attend school on these days. 
  


