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Head Teacher’'s Comments

Many thanks to all parents, staff, students and Gov ernors
for your continued support. As you will be aware, w e had a
visit by Ofsted inspectors last November. They cons idered
the school to be ‘outstanding’ in every category wi th no

significant areas for improvement.

This was a marvellous achievement for the school and was
followed very soon after with the news that we were to become
the first school in the North of England to be awarded triple
specialist status. With effect from April 1% 2007, we will officially
be recognised as a specialist Technology, Languages and
Vocational college.

However, despite our continued success and national
recognition, complacency will never be allowed to set in and for
that reason we have maintained our biennial programme of
seeking the views of all stakeholders. The results of the parental
surveys were considered by the company who conduct the
analysis to be amongst the finest they have seen in the country.
For this reason we were featured in a recent edition of a national
weekly educational newspaper, the Times Educational
Supplement.

In order to present the findings of the surveys and address the
areas identified as requiring further development, | intend to
hold a meeting for parents on Thursday April 26" at 7pm in the
main hall. A reminder letter will be sent out after the Easter
break.

In the meantime, | hope that all of our readers have a very
enjoyable Easter and don’t consume too many chocolate eggs!

Ken Gibson

E-mail Addresses

In an attempt to improve communication even further and cut
down on expensive postage, | would be grateful if you could
provide the school with an up to date e-mail address where you
would be able to receive items such as this newsletter, reports,
information, letters, etc. A tear off slip will be provided with the
reminder letter regarding the Kirkland Rowell parental survey
feedback. Alternatively, you can e-mail us on
headteacher@harton-tc.co.uk

Examinations — Reminder!

- Year 10 GCSE Mock Exams/Study Leave — commence
Monday 16" April (immediately after the Easter holidays) and
Year 10 students will be on Study Leave for that week -
attending school for examinations only.

- Equipment requirements for exams for
Years 9, 10 & 11. In Maths, students will
need a pen, pencil, ruler, compass,
protractor and scientific calculator.

- Holidays : a gentle reminder NOT to
book family holidays during the exam
periods; please note that exam times are beyond our control
and students cannot take missed examinations when they
return from holiday.

- Year 9 exams take place between 8th - 11th May.

- Year 10 are all involved in Maths tests in June. Can we also
remind year 10 parents that the students will have exams in
November 2007, March 2008 and June 2008: anyone booking
holidays for the next academic year should avoid these times.

- Year 11 have exams from May to the end of June.

- Finally — a reminder that all Year 10 & 11 subject module
results count towards students’ final grades.

Visits to Barcelona/St James’ Park

The Languages department has set up a Cultural Exchange with
Sant Gervasi School near Barcelona. In February we received a
visit from some of their teachers, who were very impressed with
our school and students. They thought the area was beautiful. We
have, in return, visited their school, met the students and visited
the area in preparation for the student exchange which will take
place in June and July.

Above. MFL Year 9 Students Visit St James' Park

Yr 9 students met Antoine Sibierski (Newcastle striker) and
interviewed him in his native tongue (French)! This took place in
the home changing rooms at St. James’ Park and the students
then toured the stadium which included: press conference rooms,
tunnel, dugouts and the pitch itself. It was a fun and exciting

afternoon which everyone thoroughly enjoyed.

Year 9, 10 & 11 Take the Sam Learning

10 Task Hour Challenge

The 10 Task Hour Challenge has been created to motivate

students to use SAM Learning for 10 task hours across all
subjects. For four consecutive years, it has
been proven that use of SAM Learning gives
a real boost to exam results.

You can find details about how your child can
log on to the Sam Learning website via the
school website: www.harton-tc.co.uk

With SATs, GCSE Mocks and GCSEs
themselves on the horizon - now is an excellent time to take up
SAM Learning. Certificates will be issued to those students who
achieve the 10 Task Hour Challenge.

‘Smoke Free School Award’

Harton Technology College has now achieved the ‘Smoke Free
School Award’ and the whole school site is smoke free.

‘Parent Pay’ Coming to a Computer

Near You Soon!

This is a New Facility which will allow parents to process
payments on-line, initially for school lunches, expanding to
all payments in the near future. More details to follow!
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Teacher Nominations for Prizes for

‘Outstanding Students’ March 2007

The following students have been nominated by teaching staff
for the award of ‘outstanding student’. There will be TWO
winners from each year group. The winners will each receive an
award to the value of £50. Every nominated student will earn an
extra 5 points for their house and receive a certificate for their
progress file. Winners will be announced after the Easter
holidays:

Yr 7: Morgan Taylor (Lawrenson), Peter Rush (Fenwick)
Daniel Farthing (Kirwan), Nathan Roberts (Fenwick)
Kris Butler (Chapman), Christopher Graham (Chapman)
Georgia Beattie (Chapman)

Zoe Andersen (Fenwick) x 3, David Oliver (Lawrenson),

Danielle Huskisson (Fenwick), Samantha Peel (Kirwan)

Rebecca Soden (Chapman), Christina Johnson

(Lawrenson), Aaron Daw (Kirwan), Rebecca Fleming

(Kirwan), Hannah Atkinson (Lawrenson)

Scott Halliday (Fenwick) x 2, Kevin Charlton (Kirwan),

Jazz Peters (Fenwick), Greg Ogle (Chapman)

Yr 11: David Lambton (Chapman), Abigail Green (Fenwick),
Melanie Dale (Chapman), Chelsea Scorer (Fenwick),
Matthew Hartmann (Kirwan)

Well done to every student on the above list. Bein g

nominated is an outstanding achievement in itself!

The importance of Good Timekeeping

A considerable number of students are being dropped off at
school by parents after the 8:30am bell has sounded

Records of “Lates” are kept for every student throughout their
school life and are referred to when employer references are
requested. We expect students to be in school on time, i.e.
ready to enter the building when the 8:30am bell sounds.

Yr 8:

Yr9:

Yr 10:

Good time keeping is excellent training for when students
commence work — it becomes a habit, not a chore when
practised throughout their school life. Could parents please
make every effort to ensure their sons/daughters arrive in
school on time?

Harton Garden Club/Recycling

With the greenhouse at the centre of the school, we are

planning to grow a range of vegetables and flowers.

Planned activities include a sunflower competition, flowers for

sale and the production of Harton Tomato Pickle. Our approach

is very eco-friendly:

¢ Tins that would otherwise be thrown away are saved by
kitchen staff and reused as plant pots.

« Discarded vegetable matter is collected to be used as
compost from the canteen.

¢ The club has managed to get hold of a water container, now
we need to connect it to the drainpipe to collect water to be
used instead of tap water.

The very talented students of Harton Technology College will be

staging a production of:

‘GRI ASFE’

After a number of unfortunate setbacks
which resulted in moving the
production dates, we are almost
ready to set the school alight!!!

The show will now start its 3 day

run from Monday 14th May. There

is still a lot to be done with the
scenery and the lights and sound but
the actors have just about got all the
words, songs and dance steps learnt.

Tickets are available from Mrs Nicol at £4.00 each.

Gifted and Talented

Interested?

End of Term Arrangements

We break up for the Easter holidays on Friday 30 ™ March
2007 and students return to school on Monday 16th April
2007.

School Dates

Easter holiday starts Monday 2 April, return to school
Monday 16" April 2007.

In-service training day for teachers takes place on
Wednesday 18" April 2007. Students do not attend school.
May Day holiday: Monday 7 May 2007.

Half Term holiday starts Monday 28 May, return to school
Monday 4 June 2007.

Summer holiday commences Monday 23" July, students
return to school on Tuesday 4" September.

In-service training day for teachers takes place on
Monday 3" September 2007. Students do not attend
school.




