
 

 

  
H A R T O N  N E W SH A R T O N  N E W S  

MERRY CHRISTMAS!MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Dear Parent/Carer, 

Many thanks for your continued 

support in a particularly 

challenging, yet incredibly 

successful year. At the beginning 

of November we moved  back 

into our fabulous newly 

remodelled 1930ôs  building, 

which means we once again have 

the use of our spectacular Hall in 

which to host our numerous 

events.  

The official óOpening Ceremonyô 

for our new school took place on 

Friday 25 November, attended by 

The Rt Hon David Miliband MP and Niall Quinn MBE, Ex-Chairman of SAFC. Their attendance made 

the occasion very special indeed and it was an ideal opportunity to thank all who contributed to the 

building programme over the past few years.  

Our very successful partnership with Jarrow School has continued and we recently became one of 

the very first óTeaching Schoolsó in the country. We will be having an official launch of our Teaching 

School Alliance with our many strategic partners on Friday January 6th 2012.  

We break up at lunchtime on the 16th December and this marks a very special occasion for two 

members of staff. Mr Derek Bohill, who has clocked up 39 Years at Harton, and Mr John Clayton 

who has served for 33years have both finally decided to call it  a day. I am sure that all parents, 

students, staff and Governors, both past and present, would join me in wishing Derek and John a 

wonderful, long and happy retirement!  

Finally, I would like to wish you all a fantastic Christmas break with your families and I look forward 

to welcoming the students back on Wednesday 4th January 2012 .    

                                                        Best Wishes, 

Ken Gibson, Executive Head Teacher  
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 School Uniform 

You will be aware that our usual position 

regarding footwear and outdoor coats is: 

§ formal black dress shoes should be worn 

for school ï not boots and not 

trainers. 

§ outdoor coats should be 

dark (blue / black) and 

plain (with no 

advertising) 

§ hoodies (other than 

the schoolôs) and other 

casual tracksuit/shell 

suit type tops should 

not be worn to school. 

Of course, with winter 

approaching, we are aware of the need for 

flexibility regarding footwear and winter coat 

expectations.  

We understand that the usual formal footwear 

for girls in particular is inadequate in the snow 

and ice of mid-winter, and the need to keep 

warm and dry is obvious.   In ónormalô 

weather conditions, however, we expect all 

students to attend school in black dress 

shoes and plain dark coat. We feel that a 

business-like appearance is one of the vital 

elements of our uniform policy. 

Can we also remind students and parents 

that excessive make-up should not be worn.  

Thank you once again, for your continued 

support.  

Calendar Changes 

The date of the Year 11 

parentsô evening has 

been changed from 

Wednesday the 11
th
 of 

January to Thursday 

the 12
th
.  As usual, 

proceedings will begin at 3:30 pm and we will 

be back at our usual venue - the main school 

hall.   
 

Students return from 

the Christmas break 

on Wednesday the 4
th
 

of January.  
 

Hartonôs pastoral team 

wish you a very merry 

Christmas! 

 

A reminder to parents: since October 31
st
 pupils 

in Years 7, 8 and 9 are required to remain on the 

school premises for the whole lunch-hour.  Pupils 

who wish to leave the premises at lunch-time, 

and are to be supervised by a responsible adult, 

must collect a lunch-time pass from their tutors.   

Those students in Years 10, 11, 12 and 13 have the choice of remaining 

in school or taking lunch elsewhere. If leaving the premises all pupils 

should maintain the highest standards of behaviour at all times. 

Parents may be interested to know that by claiming your free school 

meal allowance you may save thousands of pounds for each child who 

claims their entitlement.  The free school meal  allowance for each 

student is: 

-  Ã2.00 per day (Ã10.00 per week)  

-  Over the course of the current school year, 

for one child, this will be Ã390.00 (Ã1950.00 

over five years). 

Other than financial, there are many other 

benefits to your child purchasing a school 

lunch.  Should your child remain on-site for 

their lunch then they will eat their meal in a 

safe and supervised environment.  A school 

lunch also helps to ensure that your child is 

receiving nutritionally balanced meals each 

school day and is exposed to a variety of new 

food items.   

All free school meal applications must be 

renewed each year.  Application forms should be collected from and 

returned to the school.  The deadline for returns is Friday 6
th
 January 

2012.  If you have any enquiries regarding the free school meal 

scheme, please contact Mrs Bash on extension 202.  

STUDENT PASTORAL ISSUES 

Free School Meal Entitlement 

 Lunch-time Arrangements 

In November of this year representatives 

from our school were invited to attend an 

Anti-bullying Awards Ceremony at the 

Town Hall. 
 

The school received an accolade for its 

zero tolerance approach towards bullying 

and one of our students, Courtney Reay, 

also received an award for her superb 

anti-bullying poem.  Well Done Courtney! 

Anti-bullying Award for the School 
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School Gate Congestion: 

Parents who regularly pick up and drop off children at the school gates will 

know how congested the streets can become, especially at 3:15pm when so 

many youngsters  are leaving. We do provide staff supervision at the school 

gates at Lisle Road and St Maryôs Avenue, but concerns about traffic and 

safety remain. At this peak time it would be a great help to us if parents could 

arrange to pick up children at a spot well away from the school gate area. 

Many thanks in anticipation for your support in this matter. 
 

Internet Safety:  We would like to repeat previous advice to parents about younger students and 

use of the Internet and social network sites in particular.  Our opinion is based on experience of 

handling situations that have arisen out of younger students in Years 7, 8 and 9 being involved in 

chat rooms on Facebook, Twitter or MSN. In our view most are not 

mature enough to use such facilities correctly and we would advise that 

access to these sites for the younger students is restricted.  If parents 

do wish their children to be involved, we would advise them to create 

the account themselves and then only allow access under direct supervision and after guidance 

has been provided. 
 

ReminderðFinal Day of Term, Friday  December 16th: 

Due to the retirement of some long serving members of staff we intend to send students home at 

lunchtime (12:15pm) on the final day of term, Friday December 16th, in order that presentations 

can take place.  The morning of that last day of term will be a non uniform occasion for students with the usual charity 

donation scheme in operation.  Please let us know if your son/daughter will require a packed lunch from the dining hall on the 

last day of term.   Finallyðbest wishes from all at Harton for a splendid Christmas holiday and a prosperous 2012! 

Year 12 and 13 Students Visit 
Shipley Art gallery 

Year 12 and 13 Textiles and Product Design students visited the Shipley Art Gallery in Gateshead to view an exhibition of 
the extraordinary jeweller, textile artist and 3D designer Nora Fok.  

The trip also included a quick look around The Baltic Centre for Contemporary Art in Gateshead. The aim of the trip was to 
inspire our students and give them the opportunity to gather lots of vital research materials for their AS and A2 
Coursework Project. 

This year students from the 
Year 10 Product Design 
groups have set up 5 ómini 
companiesô in order to design 
and  manufacture a range of 
acrylic Xmas table and tree 
decorations. Designs have 
been produced using Techsoft 2D design software and cut out 
on the laser cutter. Teams are competing to see who can make 
the most profit!   
Products will be on sale in Room 005 at break time in the run up 
to Xmas.  Prices range from 50p - Ã1! 

Enterprise Project 

A group of 30 of our Year 10 

students spent the day at 

Northumbria University where 

they took part in a number of 

activities, games and quizzes 

to give them a taste of what 

university life might be like.  

Year 10 ACE Day at 

Undergraduate students from 

the university led the dayôs 

events which included a tour of 

the many state of the art 

facilities during which each 

group had to use a digital 

camera to record the 

Northumbria University 



 

 

 
 
 

By Amy Jackson, Amy Jones  
and Elizabeth Robertson 

 

Face Britain is a competition sponsored by óThe 
Princes Foundation for Children & the Artsô. The Art 
Department is coordinating the competition where 
young people in the UK can draw their own portrait.   
 

All artwork will be used to break the World Record for 
the most self-portrait pieces in an online gallery.  The 
chosen winners will have their image used as part of 
the advertisement for the 2012 Olympic Games, so 
we could see them as we walk around Sainsburyôs 
and other local shopping centres. 
 

The Face Britain art club runs on a Tuesday 
lunchtimeðperiod 4ï and after school on a Thursday. 
It is a fun and artistic activity which all year groups are 
welcome to come along to, no matter their ability or 
skill.  Students get the chance to experiment with 
different styles of art work, different materials and 
discover what your strengths are. 
 
Students find the art club therapeutic and a lot fun.  
We go along with our friends and enjoy art together.  
We are currently learning different ways of producing 
pencil portraits and very soon we will be producing 
Surreal work, Realistic work and Photoshop pieces. 

 

 

 

In September, Harton Technology College marked European Day of Lan-

guages.  
 

All year groups took part in activities with an international theme, through 

which they could win cash prizes! Year 7 identified flags, Year 8 designed 

posters advising the importance of language learning, Year 9 guessed the 

languages of óI Love Youô, Year 10 took part in a European facts quiz and 

European Day of 

Languages 

  Free CurryðOcean Road CA & HTC 

 

The school currently runs an outreach youth facility at Ocean 
Road Community Centre on a Friday evening.  

The Friday youth group have been involved in an activity 
which culminated in a celebratory Indian meal at one of the 
top Indian Restaurants - Jai Ho! 

Year 8 students from Harton and Jarrow 
Schools joined together in an afternoon 
of carousel activities delivered by 
lecturers and language students from 
Northumbria University.  
 
The students were taught some Greek 
and Italian phrases as well as discovering 
how language learning can impact on 
their future careers.  
 
A fun afternoon was had by allðlooking 
at a bright future! 

Carousel of MFL ActivitiesðNorthumbria University 
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The autumn term has seen students from a variety of year 
groups attending a large number of school trips. We are 
extremely proud of the fact that, whilst students' work in 
lessons remains the focus in our drive to ever improve our 
standards, staff are still able to ensure the young people's 
wider education is catered for. There have been the following 
out-of-school activities: 

¶ October: 

o Duke of Edinburgh walking weekend excursion to Craster 

o Economics/History trip to New York City 

o Various GCSE Geography field trips to S/S and Newcastle 

o Business Studies visit to a West Boldon business premises 

o IT Diploma visit to a South Shields business premises 

o A Level Geography River Study & Urban Fieldwork Cumbria 

o Year 10 team-building and problem-solving four day excursion to 

       Albermarle Army Barracks, Newcastle 

o A Level Technology excursion to Baltic Art Gallery 

o Duke of Edinburgh walking and camping to Yorkshire Dales 

o A Level students-talk from Theo Pathitis, of Dragon's Den fame 

¶ November: 

o ñEco Cribs Challengeò, Temple Park Leisure Centre 

o Training weekend for Vietnam Expedition, Wolsingham 

o GCSE Geography field trip to Newcastle 

o A Level Textiles students ï fashion show at Ramside Hall, 

o Year 7 team-building excursion to Beamish Museum 

¶ December: 

A Level Economics Revision course, Manchester 
 

The tremendous dedication and hard work of all staff involved 
in these activities must be mentioned here. The trips have 
often meant a great deal of additional work and time away 
from home. 

School Trips/Educational Visits  

during the Autumn Term 2011 

Accelerated Reading Programme 

Comments from Students:- 

ñI like the Accelerated Reading Programme. I 

think it is good how we can pull out a book 

and just read.ò ï Kai 

ñThe Accelerated Reading Programme is a 

great idea to help our reading. I donôt really 

like reading, however the programme has 

improved my reading abilityò - Michael  
 

Booked Up!  is a national programme that 

aims to give a free book to every child starting secondary school in England. The programme is run by the national 

charity óBooktrustô. Students choose from a catalogue of books and place an order. A number of weeks later, books are 

delivered in school for students to collect. 

Quotes from pupils on Booked Up! 

ñI like the idea of the free book because itôs a new book for you to read and it inspires you to read more.ò Annabel 

ñI think Booked Up! is a great idea because I think itôs nice and relaxing when I read.ò Rhys  

Harton students represented the school magnificently 
at the above athletics event; in bitter cold weather, all 
students put in a valiant effort: 

Matthew Wakefield 
won the Year 7 
boys event; the 
other boys crossed 
the line quickly 
behind him and the 
team came in a 
fantastic 2

nd
 place.  

Chelsea Hallis won 
the Year 7 girls event with Leoni Harrison and 
Brook Wilkinson coming 2

nd
 and 3

rd
.  These 

performances, together with great runs from the rest of 
the team, produced a victory for Harton in the overall 
Year 7 girlsô competition.   
Year 8 and 9 boys put up a great fight; Jon Mellish 
and Daniel Wright came 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 with the rest of 

the team closely behind.  

Kiera Yorston was the top Harton girl in the Year 8 
and 9 competition, again with the rest of the girls 
running great races and finishing not far behind.  
Finally 4 boys from Years 10 and 11 completed the 2 
mile course, Luke Clark cruised home in 1

st 
with 

Liam Emmett finishing closely behind in 3
rd
.   

Many of our students will now represent South 
Tyneside in the County Championships. Good luck and 
well done to all students who competed!

 

South Tyneside Cross Country 

Championships 
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The Christmas break is an ideal time for revising!! 

Students should already have received their Examination Timetable from 

their tutorsðhowever, details can be found on the website and school VLE. 

  Christmas Holidays 

 
Christmas Holiday Commences: 

Lunchtime on Friday 16 December 
 

All Students Return to School: 
 

Wednesday 4 January 2012 

Spring Half Term ðMon 13 Feb 2012 until Fri 

17 Feb 2012. Return to school Mon 20 Feb 

2012. 
 

Easter HolidayðMon 2 April 2012 until Fri 13 

April 2012. Return to school Mon 16 April 2012. 
 

Bank HolidayðMonday 7 May 2012. 
 

Summer Half Term ðMon 4 June 2012 until 

Fri 8 June 2012. Return to school  Mon 11 

June 2012. 
 

Summer HolidaysðMon 23 July  2012.  

Students return to school Tuesday 4 

September 2012. 

Future Holiday Dates 

GCSE/GCE 

EXAMINATIONS  

IN JANUARY 2012 

GCSE and GCE exams start immediately 

after the Christmas holidays on : 

 

Tuesday 10 January until February 

October Half-Term óClimb Clubô was a great 
success, thanks to everyone who came along 
and enjoyed the weeksô activities! We had 48 
climbers in one session, which was brilliant! 

The children were taught how to belay, tie 
climbing knots and how to use the climbing 
equipment. Climbing Club programme over 
the Christmas period:  

¶ Monday 19th Dec 3pm - 4:30pm 

¶ Wednesday 21st Dec 3pm - 4:30pm 

 
Ã3 per climber, or Ã5 per climber for the two 
sessions, to be booked and paid upfront. 

Wellness @ Harton 

Creative Writing Competitionð  

High Achievers 

A group of Yr 8 students 

(now in Yr 9) took part in a 

creative writing competition 

after the work they did on 

Chernobyl with the 

Chernobyl Children's 

Project last term.  
 

The competition was 

judged by a panel of 

eminent authors, and 

although none of our 

students was the overall winner, we have received a letter of 

congratulations for the very high standard of our studentsô entries, as well 

as two  'Highly Commended' certificates and ribbon badges from the 

judges for Matthew Elgar and Caitlin Johnson!  Well Done!   
 

Congratulations also to all students who took partðtheir work was 

incredibly good and a lot of effort outside of school was put into it! 

Congratulations to Mrs. McConville's Year 7 Spanish class who had great 

fun raising money for charity by holding a Spanish Christmas Auction. 
 

Staff and students brought into school unwanted gifts and auctioned them 

in class, practising their numerical skills in Spanish. 
 

The class raised just over Ã40 which has been donated to a charity chosen 

by the students.  Well done! 

Fundraising is FUN for Year 7 

Spanish Class 
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